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Introduction
The 2013 European Planetary Science Congress (EPSC 2013) met
at University College from September 8-13, the eighth in this annual
conference series. It was the most successful in terms of
attendance and conference sessions: the final count is that there
were 960 registrants (up 260 from last year’s EPSC in Madrid) from
39 countries and some 90 individual sessions (many in parallel).
This makes EPSC 2013 the largest European stand-alone planetary
science conference ever held.
Scientific topics covered the entire Solar System, and there were
also sessions on outreach, engagement and the societal
implications of the search for extraterrestrial life. UKSA sponsored
EPSC 2013 with student bursaries and other events, for which the
organisers are very grateful. UKSA sponsorship also meant that
other sponsors were attracted to help.

EPSC delegate, Yaël Nazé, takes part in the
‘Space Show Off’ cabaret night at the
Bloomsbury Theatre.

For the first time ever this year, EPSC held a session in a legislative
assembly, in Committee Room 11 of the Houses of Parliament. This session was held jointly with the Parliamentary
and Scientific Committee and the Parliamentary Space Committee. Also for the first time, EPSC designated an
“Agency and Industry Day”, with high level speakers including Professor Alvaro Giménez, Director of Science at ESA,
and Dr Dave Parker, Chief Executive of the UK Space Agency. EPSC organised an Exhibition Marquee sponsored by
Astrium Ltd, with stands taken by the UK Space Agency, industry, universities, societies and publishers with an
interest in planetary science. The conference also included “Careers Speed-Dating” in the Exhibition Marquee, with
many industry and agency exhibitors and senior academics giving advice to young planetary scientists.
Outreach events were held across London, including a science fiction film night and Space Show Off cabaret show at
UCL’s Bloomsbury Theatre, a planet-inspired art exhibition, public observing in Regent’s Park, and lectures at
museums, societies and institutions around the Capital. Jay Tate of the Spaceguard Centre received the Europlanet
Outreach Prize for his sensitive work on making the public aware of Near Earth Objects and the potential hazards they
posed. EPSC 2013 attracted interest from
several European embassies: the Italian
scientific attaché presented the annual
Farinella Prize for scientific achievement, the
French scientific attaché held a soiree during
the Poster Session reception, there was a
public meeting at the Spanish Embassy, and
the Japanese scientific attaché met with
delegates from Japan on the social event, a
boat trip on the Thames.
EPSC 2013 Poster Session. Credit: Q. Stanley
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Local Organising Committee
The UCL Local Organising Committee started planning for EPSC 2013 in January 2012, with an Expression of Interest
meeting for the planetary science community on 21 February 2012, almost 18 months ahead of time. Regular, moreor-less monthly, LOC meetings started in earnest about a year in advance. We held separate meetings for on-site
venue logistics and those for outreach etc, keeping notes of action items in meeting minutes that were circulated to
the relevant groups.
We had a large contingent of about 30 planetary science PhD students at UCL for whom we were able to provide
registration bursaries (kindly provided by the UCL MAPS Faculty), and whose help we used for a variety of practical
tasks during the conference (during the set-up, technical assistance in lecture theatres, at the registration desk and
exhibition, etc.). Whilst this provided a strong “ground team” of helpers, it was a very complex and time-consuming
organisational task for the LOC.

EPSC’s contingent of conference assistants played a key role in the meeting's success

At least for the technical assistance during the sessions we would recommend the simpler approach of using one
assistant per room per day, which has been successful in the past. However, a good “on the ground” team with local
knowledge was essential in a complex campus environment like UCL, and the excellent efforts of the UCL student
assistants were fully appreciated by the LOC and those who attended the conference.
One key message: there is a lot to do, so delegate as much as you can to trusted individuals!

4

Estates and Catering

The Gustav Tuck Lecture Theatre. Credit: Q. Stanley

UCL did not provide the facilities and advantages of a purpose-built conference venue. But its day-to-day activity as a
large university sited in the heart of London meant that it had a wide range of rooms available for lecture style
sessions, informal meetings and even computer-based workshops. Normal lecture theatres accommodated sessions
up to 200, and the prestige Bloomsbury Theatre had room for some 500 in luxurious style.
The central hub of the Congress was in a crux consisting of UCL’s North and South Cloisters, its Old Refectory and its
Jeremy Bentham Room. The Conference Office was located off the south end of the Cloisters and the Press Office
and the Press Conference Room off the north end. Posters filled the Cloisters and part of the Old Refectory.
Refreshment points were located in the Cloisters, the Old Refectory and the Jeremy Bentham Room, as well as in the
Marquee (see below).
As universities are organised along departmental lines, lecture theatres are not necessarily centrally located. So the
UCL team chose to make use of three lecture theatres and computer cluster room in the Chemistry Department, as
well as three other lecture theatres in other departments. The locations were chosen so that the lecture rooms were all
roughly equidistant from the main crux of the Congress.
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UCL made areas available for art installations, including the '10 Miles of Mars' giant image. Credit: Q. Stanley

The Estates Division enabled the Congress to make full use of UCL’s most iconic areas. Thus a single 3m-high image
of “Ten Miles of Mars”, captured by NASA’s Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter spacecraft, was exhibited at a 1/500 scale
along the length of the walls of the North Cloisters. Various planetary science-inspired art installations made use of the
Cloisters, the North Observatory and the Portico, to great effect.
The Local Organising Committee worked closely with UCL’s Estates and Facilities Division, in particular with the
Conference Planning Office, and through them with the Caterers. This gave great flexibility in terms of ensuring
sufficient space was available as well as enabling refreshment points to be augmented or removed as demand
increased or decreased.
One key lesson from working in a university setting was that ‘prestige’ venues – such as the Bloomsbury Theatre –
had to be booked early. It is also important to understand that the schedule of such venues – more used to afternoon
and evening performances – needs to set up for all-day meetings: on one occasion, access to the Bloomsbury
Theatre was slightly delayed due to a misunderstanding of just what was required and how it could be
accommodated.
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Signage

Banner on the Portico in the UCL Quad welcoming delegates to EPSC 2013. Credit: Q. Stanley

Great care was taken to ensure adequate signposting, but this proved an extremely complex task, given the multiple
buildings, levels and circuitous access routes.
Feather flags were commissioned to provide high-visibility markers outside the main buildings. In addition, to assist
the delegates in familiarizing themselves with the UCL site and find their way as efficiently as possible from session to
session, student assistants were posted at key locations for the first two days of the Congress. For the most part, the
most effective and cost effective solution was A2 or A3 sized laminated posters, which could be stuck to walls or
affixed by plastic ties.
As UCL was at that time trialling the use of digital display signage, the Estates Office also loaned EPSC four 40”
plasma screens with the accompanying control system free of charge, onto which information about current and
upcoming sessions and other events could be uploaded and displayed. Whilst this system was very welcome and
useful for delegates, the information could only be uploaded once the control boxes had been delivered for the
conference. This meant that all the information for the 90 sessions had to be uploaded at very short notice during a
period when the LOC was already under time pressure. If the system had been permanently installed (e.g. at a
bespoke conference centre) or if the boxes had been made available earlier, then better use could have been made
of the digital signage system.
A dual naming system was used for the rooms: the local name – e.g. the Chemistry Auditorium – and a Congress
name – e.g. the Saturn Room – were both used for all room locations. This made it easy for delegates from outside
UCL to remember the name of the room to which their session had been assigned, and for those based at UCL to
locate the right venue.
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Audio-Visual, Connectivity and Networking Resources

UCL’s Jeremy Bentham Room provided a key social space at EPSC. Credit: Q. Stanley

As a large university, UCL has invested heavily in Audio-Visual facilities in all of its lecture theatres, including built-in
computers and connections for lecturer laptops. All rooms were thus easily set up for Congress presentations,
particularly as Copernicus and UCL between them ensured that each location had a VGA switch that enabled multiple
laptop connections. Student assistants were provided in all lecture theatres to help presenters load their talks in good
time, or to connect their laptops in a logical order. Most of these assistants were given a demonstration of how to use
the lecture room AV systems by a member of UCL’s Informations Systems Division (ISD).
Large universities are also used to providing high-bandwidth, multiple connectivity to the internet. In UCL’s case the
usual load is between 10,000 and 20,000 connections at any one time. So there was no issue about having between
500 and 1000 Congress connections. Delegates were able to connect either by using their own Eduroam accounts or
by logging on to the UCL-Guest system.
Again, ISD were given early notice of the requirements of the Congress, and were thus prepared for the potential load
on the UCL-Guest system. One particularly helpful development was that ISD were able to increase the WiFi
coverage and bandwidth in the Main Quadrangle, thus ensuring good connectivity throughout the Congress site.

Security
Central London, whilst a generally safe and friendly environment, can produce safety and security concerns. EPSC
2013 ran extremely smoothly from this perspective, however, reflecting the detailed planning in advance. Security
Staff at key locations were all briefed in advance and provided maps and supporting material to assist field enquiries.
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Efforts to assess parking requirements by disabled participants and by others with special requirements (e.g.
broadcast media representatives with vans of heavy equipment were made in advance by the LOC/Copernicus and
these were communicated to the UCL Security Officer.
The general feedback was there was excellent signing and well-briefed stewards to assist. This meant the most of the
regular enquiries made were more of a customer service nature, or simple reassurance people were in the right
place. Those needing assistance with parking were facilitated, and access to the Marquee – including by members of
the general public was easily regulated.
Extra security patrols were deployed around the public areas of the campus, but the only loss reported was from a
delegate who dropped their purse. Thankfully that had been passed to a Security Officer and arrangements were
made for its safe return.

Press and Media
Preparation of media activities for the European Planetary Science Congress began in July 2013, with plans led by the
EPSC Press Office in collaboration with UCL Media Relations and UCL MAPS Faculty Communications. Additional
support was provided by students on science communication courses at UCL and Imperial College London.
Releases on ‘Festival of the Planets’ outreach events, the ‘Another Way of Seeing’ art installations and the publication
of the archive of historic space images were issued by the UCL press office. The EPSC Press Office issued a total of 4
media invitations and 14 press releases on science presented at the meeting were issued.
Two press conferences were held in the
Haldane Room and were well attended.
Both were also streamed live (the first via
UStream and the second via UCL Media
Services) and journalists were invited to
submit questions via a chat-room. There
were some issues with both live streams,
the first due to interruptions from adverts
and the second due to poor sound
quality.
The ‘Festival of the Planets’ events were picked up by the Londonist, Time Out, Camden Review, Culture 24 and the
Telegraph Online.
41 accredited journalists registered to attend the meeting (5 more than the EPSC-DPS Joint Meeting in Nantes in
2011), including reporters from BBC Radio 4, Radio 5 Live, BBC Online, the Sunday Times, Space.com, New
Scientist, the Sky at Night, BBC Stargazing Live, the Naked Scientists Podcast, Astronomy Now, Science, Nature
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Geosciences, Astrobiology Magazine, Astronomy & Geophysics Magazine, Der Spiegel, Austrian Radio Ö1, Tahdet ja
avaruus and Raumfahrer.net.
Around 450 pieces of coverage have been picked up through Google News aggregator (this is a guide, rather than a
definitive list of coverage). Science stories from EPSC were covered by outlets including: BBC Online, Space.com,
New Scientist, WIRED, ANI, Discovery News, Yahoo News, the Times of India, Hindustan Times, CBS News, NBC
News, International Business Times, UPI, ABC (Australia), Universe Today, RedOrbit, PhysOrg, SpaceRef, the
Telegraph Online, Sky & Telescope, Sky at Night Magazine, Science Daily, Astrobiology Magazine, Astrobiology.com,
Technology.org, Planetary.org, SEN, Astronomy.com, Sci-News.com, Popular Mechanics, StarTrek.com, Aviation
Week, Der Spiegel, Tahdet ja avaruus and Raumfahrer.net.

Broadcast coverage of the meeting included:
 5 minute feature on Radio 4’s PM news programme on Friday 13 September
 14 minute segment on Radio 5 Live’s Outriders Podcast on 17 September:
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/podcasts/fivelive/pods/pods_20130917-0600a.mp3
 50 minute edition of The Naked Astronomy Podcast, ‘Exploring the Solar System’ from 24 September:
http://www.thenakedscientists.com/HTML/podcasts/astronomy/show/20130925/
 25 minute interview with Athena Coustenis on the Guardian podcast from 23 September, covering
exoplanets and research presented at EPSC:
http://www.theguardian.com/science/audio/2013/sep/23/science-weekly-podcast-life-beyond-earth-alien
 Feature on ‘Dimensionen - die Welt der Wissenschaft’ on Austrian Radio Ö1 on Friday 13 September
 8 minute feature on ‘The Sky at Night’ broadcast on BBC 1 on 5 November:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01ky094
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The November issues of the ‘Sky at Night’ and Astronomy Now magazines both included double-page spreads on
EPSC 2013. Further articles will appear in a future issue of Astronomy & Geophysics.
The interns live blogged some of the conference sessions on the faculty website (http://www.ucl.ac.uk/mapsfaculty/epsc-blog/), with some of the articles cross-posted on the UCL Events blog
(http://blogs.ucl.ac.uk/events) and featured on the front page of the UCL website
There was social media coverage of EPSC2013 via an official Twitter account, coordinated by a team led by Jane
MacArthur, and by delgates using the #epsc2013 hashtag
Plus coverage of the images exhibition in the Telegraph, New Scientist, Gizmodo, several Spanish newspapers (via
one of the Spanish news agencies), Sky at Night magazine, Discovery.com, Ciel et Espace and various others.

Outreach

Tara (sculpture in alumnium mesh, mod roc. plaster, Jesmonite) by Andy Charalambous on the Portico plinth, UCL
Quad. Credit: Daniel Sinclair/UCL

Through a series of community meetings, outreach LOCs and individual meetings, we encouraged organisations and
venues around London to host planetary-themed events during or close to the time of EPSC.
We contracted a specialist (Quentin Stanley of HPS Research) to build a microsite within the Europlanet outreach site
where we could post information about the events and public-related news about EPSC. A total of 17 outreach events
across London were listed on the ‘Festival of the Planets’ website. There was a limited budget for advertising and
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efforts were concentrated mainly on PR through UCL Media Office’s local media contacts, although 2500 leaflets were
printed and distributed to partners organisations to cross-publicise events.
These included:
- 7 lectures and public discussions, hosted by the
Natural History Museum, the Royal Museums
Greenwich, the Royal Astronomical Society, the Royal
Society and the British Interplanetary Society.
-

‘Another Way of Seeing’, a series of art installations
inspired by planetary science were displayed around
the UCL/ESPC venue site. ‘Ten Miles of Mars’, a giant
banner in the UCL North Cloister showing a high
resolution strip of the Martian surface.

-

UCL’s Bloomsbury Theatre hosted a science-fiction
panel discussion and film-night showing of ‘The Day
the Earth Caught Fire’, attracting around 80
participants, as well as a space-themed cabaret night
‘Space Showoff’ brought in a crowd of around 250,
both hosted by the Bloomsbury Theatre.

-

The Baker Street Irregular Astronomers hosted a public
observing night in Regent’s Park (this was supposed to
take place during the week of EPSC but, due to poor
weather, was postponed to the following Wednesday).

Poster for ‘The Day the Earth Caught Fire’

-

Members of the public were welcomed on site at EPSC in the exhibition marquee on Tuesday 10 th and
Thursday 12th. Displays included an exhibit on Enceladus (previously shown at the Royal Society’s Summer
Exhibition), as well as stands from Astrium UK, the UK Space Agency, the Science and Technology
Facilities Council, the Royal Astronomical Society and Cambridge University Press. A ‘Science Busking’
area hosted activities run by Queen Mary University of London, the Petrie Museum and the Google Lunar
XPRIZE MoonBots playfield, as well as a pop-up exhibition of material from UCL’s planetary science
collections. . Online exhibition of pictures from the planetary science collections were posted at
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/maps-faculty/space-history. Around 35,000 visitors were attracted to the web pages, a
few thousand more on the photo sharing site Flickr. Some of these are now on Wikipedia.

-

Elsewhere in London, the Royal Society put on a small exhibition of Moon-related material from their
archive, and the Royal Museums Greenwich tied in an event with their ‘Visions of the Universe’ blockbuster
exhibition.
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Industry & Agencies
Although other EPSCs have featured sessions and workshops involving industry and agency speakers along with
other Congress delegates, EPSC 2013 made a particular effort to organise an “Industry and Agency” day, with
keynote speakers from the European Space Agency, the UK Space Agency, the Science and Technology Facilities
Council, Astrium UK and Surrey Satellites, as well as sessions involving other industry contributions. It worked closely
with Astrium UK in this respect, a collaboration that ran very smoothly and was very beneficial to the overall Congress
preparation.
Although, every effort was made to give these sessions high profile, including locating them in the Bloomsbury
Theatre, attendance at what should have been very useful sessions was somewhat disappointing, however. In
retrospect, both the Local Organising Committee and the Science Organising Committee can be seen to have shown
naivety in organising these events. The LOC failed to ensure that they were seen as an integral part of the overall
Congress programme, and the SOC organised too many parallel sessions, which split the potential audience.
Two key lessons emerge from the experience of EPSC 2013’s attempts in this area:
- Correctly, the LOC asked keynote speakers to attend in very good time for them to fit the event into their
timetables, and made sure that contact was maintained during the run-up to Congress;
- That said, it has to be a question as to whether EPSC, with its focus on planetary science, really is the
right event to bring large numbers of industry and agency personnel together with the science
community. In future, it may be better for planetary scientists interested in developing closer links with
industry in particular to look for suitable European industry events at which their attendance might prove
profitable.

The Industry Day kicked off with the Women in Aerospace-Europe Networking Breakfast, sponsored by Astrium
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Policy-makers

Policy session in the House of Common. Credit: Q. Stanley

Again, previous EPSC’s – most notably the joint EPSC-American Astronomical Society’s Division of Planetary Sciences
meeting in Nantes in 2011 – have had sessions discussing policy issues. EPSC 2013 was unique, however, in holding
one of its sessions in a working legislative assembly. Around 100 delegates and Members of both Houses of
Parliament met in Committee Room 11 of the House at a meeting organised jointly by the Parliamentary and Scientific
Committee, the Parliamentary Space Committee and EPSC itself, with the planning process starting eighteen months
prior to the Congress.
This meeting was extremely successful. The LOC learned many valuable lessons in organising it, particularly the need
to dovetail its own aspirations with the current agenda driving parliamentarians and their advisors. This meant some
disappointments for some of the planetary science community. The LOC very much appreciated the partnership with
the two parliamentary societies, but recognised the need for a flexible approach, both in terms of timing the event and
its overall content. The planetary science community needs to learn to be positive about what has been achieved, in
terms of gaining the attention of policy makers, rather than complaining about what could not be included in the
agenda.
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Sponsorship

The Astrium Stand in the Marquee. Credit: Q. Stanley

Overall, EPSC 2013 raised approximately €40,000 in sponsorship, from the UK Space Agency, from UCL’s Faculty of
Mathematics and Physical Sciences, from Astrium UK, from the Science and Technology Facilities Council, from the
European Space Agency, and from exhibitors in the Marquee. Most of this money was used to pay the conference
fees of students – around 60 were able to attend on this basis.
One lesson learned from the LOC’s attempts to raise additional sponsorship money – and to create more industry
interest – was the need to start early. Because of ongoing uncertainties until the end of 2012 as to whether the
marquee was going to be available to the Congress and just what benefits for sponsors might be available, the
Sponsorship Package document was not put together and circulated until December-March 2013, by which time
many industry advertising and outreach budgets had already been committed.
Nonetheless, the amount of money raised to support the various Congress activities was appreciable, and certainly
helped to ensure a good attendance by young people, both at the scientific sessions and the social event (see
below).

15

Careers

The Careers Speed Dating Session. Credit: Q. Stanley

As part of the Industry Day, the LOC organised a ‘Careers Speed Dating’ event in the Marquee. An invitation was sent
out to all registered delegates to sign up as participants in the following categories:

-

Students looking for a position in research or industry
Researcher looking or a new position in research or industry
Employer recruiting for a position in research or industry
Not recruiting but willing to give careers advice.

The event was also advertised via the digital display
boards and at the Registration Desk.
Stations (table and chairs) were set up around the
marquee for the Employers/Career Advisors to
interact with the students and researchers looking for
positions or advice. Printed labels showed whether
the participants were looking to recruit or just offer
advice. Of the participants that registered in
advance, the majority (30+) were students or
researchers looking for jobs with just 5 in the
Employer or Careers Advisor categories. Following a
last minute round up of EPSC delegates on site, the
The Careers Speed Dating Session. Credit: Q. Stanley
event had more than 10 active stations with Careers
Advisors or potential Employers. Participants were encouraged to move on to new ‘stations’ after 5 minutes, although
some conversations carried on for longer. Overall, the session created a good ‘buzz’ and was well attended.
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International
UCL engaged with a number of embassies and cultural organisations based in London with the aim of involving
different communities in the EPSC 2013, as well as building relationships with key stakeholders. The primary aims of
this activity were to:
1. Build relationships with key scientific and cultural contacts at embassies and cultural organisations
2. Encourage embassies and cultural organisations to take part in EPSC, either by holding events for their
community in London or by attending EPSC events
3. Raise awareness of EPSC and UCL amongst overseas communities in London.
UCL made contact with the following cultural organisations: German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD), German
Embassy, Institut Français, French Embassy, Instituto Cervante, Spanish Embassy, Italian Cultural Association, Italian
Cultural Institute, Italian Embassy, US Embassy, Japanese Embassy and Chilean Embassy.
The UCL Office for International Affairs wrote letters on behalf of Professor Steven Miller to the various identified
contacts highlighting EPSC activities and inviting them to get involved. Discussions were initiated with interested
parties and follow-ups were carried out with those who had not yet responded. UCL worked closely with those who
wanted to be involved, providing access to people attending the EPSC as well as assistance with ideas and the
organisation of events.
During EPSC, the following international events and collaborations were organised:
- The Italian Scientific Attaché, Professor Roberto Amendolia, awarded the named Farinella Prize at the
opening ceremony of the EPSC
- The French Scientific Attaché, Cyrille van Effenterre, held a soiree for French delegates during the poster
reception
- The Spanish Embassy, courtesy of Science Advisor Ana Correas, organised a meeting for Spanish
researchers in the UK. The meeting was addressed by two Spanish delegates, Emma Bunce and Professor
Steven Miller
- The Japanese Scientific Attaché, Atsushi Oku, attended the social evening boat trip on the River Thames
where he held a small gathering for Japanese delegates
- Although some of the contacts were unable to get involved, the profile of the EPSC and UCL was raised
and relationships started with all those who were engaged with.
In carrying out these activities, it was important to have a main point of contact for all correspondence. Other lessons
learned were that attempts to engage with embassies and cultural organisations should be made as early as
possible, a comprehensive list of ideas should be provided on how international organisations could get involved with
the conference (these ideas should be well thought out in advance of the initiation of contact and must be realistic). It
was also helpful to provide contact details of interesting delegates attending the meeting from the different countries,
along with relevant figures (e.g. 120 French delegates have registered). Finally, it was worth following up with
everyone contacted multiple times and, whilst providing as much support as possible, making it clear that
organisations were being encouraged to host their own events.
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Social Event

Since Roman times, London has been an important historic port city, with the River Thames still a defining feature of
its daily ebb and flow. The Local Organising Committee therefore decided that the Congress social event should
reflect the Thames connection and make use of London’s natural attraction.
The social event therefore consisted of an evening cruise along the Thames for ~400 attendees and partners on the
Dixie Queen, a replica paddle steamer, from upstream of Tower Bridge down to the Greenwich Millennium Dome.
This route, coupled with the large size of the boat, required Tower Bridge to be opened four times, providing many
photo opportunities for the participants of one of London’s iconic events. The cruise included a buffet supper and
musical entertainment.
UCL’s reputation as a university is one of catering for less-included members of society (at its foundation, those
excluded from higher education by virtue of religion and or gender). The cruise was therefore heavily subsidised, with
sponsors including Copernicus itself paying about 60% of the actual cost, in order to bring the price down to €25 per
person, and to make it within reach of students and delegates from less affluent countries alike.
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